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Olympic spirit a family affair

Norman Wells clan a part of the Games

by Katie May
Northern News Services
Lli Goline/Norman Wells

Every four years, the Bal-
anuik family gathers around
their television set to cheer on
Team Canada at the Winter
Olympics. This year, they'll
be much closer to the action.

Siblings Sara and Jordon
and their parents Dave and
Karen have all signed on to
support the Olympic spirit in
one way or another.

First, Jordon, 18, ran with
the torch in Yellowknife this
winter. Then, 22-year-old
Sara was accepted as a Youth
Ambassador volunteer for the
Paralympics and decided to
volunteer for the Olympics
as well. She is scheduled to
fly next month to Vancou-
ver, where mom Karen has
already accepted a position
as staff manager of North-
ern House — a promotional
location intended to raise
awareness of the North and
increase tourism — until the
end of April. Meanwhile,
Dave is holding down the fort
at home in Norman Wells,
where the family has lived for
16 years. However, he plans
to visit his wife when the
Games begin.

"I'm proud of them," Dave
said. "It was great to see Jor-
don participate, and of course
Sara — she's a real diplomat
and she's a great spokesman
for the North."

Dave doesn't have tickets
to the Games, but he said
"just being in the city is going
to be great — just to feel the
spirit."

Sara was watching the
Norman Wells community

I\

channel in December 2008
when a notice came up invit-
ing young people to apply for
the Olympics' Youth Ambas-
sador volunteer program.

"I was always really into
the Olympics. We always
watched the Olympics as a
family growing up and when
I heard about the chance to
be a part of it, I had to jump
on it and at least try," she
said. "I definitely couldn't do
it without my parents; they're
going to be keeping up my
payments since it's a volun-
teer position — two months
without work is a long time."

As one of about 25 youth
ambassadors for NWT, Sara
completed two weeks of
training with officials from
the Department of Munici-
pal and Community Affairs,
working on communication
and media skills and doing
things "to make sure we were
representing ourselves and
our territory as best as we
can."

She'll receive her offi-
cial assignments when she
arrives, but Sara said she's
been told she'll be part of the
closing ceremonies.

"T'mreally excited for that,”
she said, adding she hopes to
meet lots of other volunteers
and get ideas for the Norman
Wells youth centre, where she
works with fellow Olympics
volunteer, Myles Erb.

" just feel like the skills
that I'll learn at the Olympics
will help me in furthering
our youth centre," she said.
"I can't wait to go and bring
back the knowledge that I
learn there and apply it in my
community."

“The Living Place”

Katie May/NNSL pheto
Sara Balanuik, 22, of Norman Wells is volunteering at the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympic Games next
month. She has also been accepted to volunteer at the Paralympic Games as part of the Olympics Youth
Ambassador program.
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680'W. 1,086 air km NW of Yellowknife.
On the east channel of the Mackenzie River delta,
97 km south of the Beaufort Sea.

2006 Census - 3,484
Major activities: Tourism, government, oil & gas
exploration, transportation, regional service and supply.

POPULATION ~ Trading Area 8,700
Inuvik 2,894 « Tuktoyaktuk 943 « Aklavik 727
Fort McPherson 878« Ft. Good Hope 644
Paulatuk 277 « Sachs Harbour 135
Tsiigehtchic 162 « Old Crow 270

TRANSPORTATION
«Daily Jet Service southbound to
Yellowknife, Edmonton, Calgary and
scheduled services to other communities.
Charter services are also available
«Dempster Highway link to Yukon

TRANSPORTATION PLUMBING & HEATING
. > )
AN Rarcky’s
~ mu PLUMBING & HEATING LTD. .
W Mechanical Contractors Call: (867) 873-4031
Expediting household goods and freight

& Retail Store or
throughout the western Arctic.
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