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A NEW COMIC BOOK published 
by the NWT Department of 
Health and Social Services 
is hoping to present youth 
with information about sex-
ual health.

The comic, Kiss Me 
Deadly, is written by Fort 
Smith's Richard Van Camp 
and illustrated by Haida art-
ist Christopher Auchter.

"Some people will not 
pick up a pamphlet, they will 
not pick up a brochure, but 
the comic book is very live-
ly. It's very appealing," said 
Wanda White, communic-
able disease specialist with 
the department. 

"We think this will reach 
the youth in a format and 
language that will be fam-
iliar to them and will guide  
them to making better 
choices."

One reason the depart-
ment wanted to create the 
comic is the rate of sex-
ually transmitted infections 
in the Northwest Territories 
is 12 times higher than the 
national average.

"The only way to make a 
difference is to provide tools 
to youth to make better deci-
sions," said White.

"This comic book was 
designed out of the need 
to educate sexually active 
youth and those considering 
becoming sexually active 

about the importance of pro-
tecting themselves against 
sexual transmitted infection. 

"Also this comic role 
models behaviour related 
to healthy relationships and 
problem solving."

The storyline and content 
was focus-tested in com-
munities in the territory pri-
marily with youth. Once that 
was completed, the story 
line was written and illus-
trated and then focus-tested 
again. 

"The language is candid," 
she said.

With the frank dialogue 
in the story of how youth 
view sex, White said she 
hopes it will start conver-
sations between youth or 
family members about the 
subject.

The comic was made in 
partnership with the Healthy 
Aboriginal Network who have 
created other comics deal-
ing subjects such as Fetal 
Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 
and suicide prevention.

The comic book will be 
distributed to all health 
centres in the NWT, youth 
centres, through the public 
health office, and used in 
schools in conjunction with 
the new sexual health les-
son plan that will be initi-
ated in September.

It will also be available 
through the department's 
Respect Yourself website.

Kiss Me Deadly aimed at young readers
Comic tackles sexual health

by Adrian Lysenko  
Northern News Services

illustration by Christopher Auchter

Kiss Me Deadly, written by Richard Van Camp and 
illustrated by Christopher Auchter, is a comic book 
dealing with youth sexual health that has been 
released by NWT Department of Health and Social 
Services.

ENTERTAINMENT Notes

1. Casino Jack
2. Sniper Reloaded
3. Ip Man 2
4. The Resident

Top hardcover fiction

1 The Land of Painted Caves  
by Jean M. Auel 

2 rma Voth by Miriam Toews 

3 The Gathering  
by Kelley Armstrong 

4 The Girl  
Who Kicked  
The Hornet's Nest  
by Stieg Larsson 

The Saturday Big Tent  
Wedding Party  
by Alexander McCall Smith 

Top Canadiana

1 A New Kind of Monster  
by Timothy Appleby 

2 Extraordinary Canadians: 
Tommy Douglas by Vincent Lam 

3 The Golden Spruce:  
A True Story of Myth, Madness 
and Greed by John Vaillant 

4 The Tiger: A True Story  
of Vengeance and Survival  
by John Vaillant 

Extraordinary Canadians:  
Wilfred Laurier by Andre Pratte

Book worms
The week's top five fiction and non-fiction best-selling books in Canada

Reel deal
VideoLand lists the week's top DVD rentals

Two nights of blues 
at the Top Knight pub

Yukon Slim featuring Juno-nominated blues man Bran-
don Isaak from the Twisters will be performing at the Top 
Knight Pub two nights in a row.

The special guest will be Rick and The Relics.
The shows take place on Friday and Saturday, with the 

doors opening at 8 p.m. and the music starting at 9 p.m. 

A night of folk
Folk on Fridays with James Boraski and Jessica Heine 

will be taking place Friday at the Mackenzie Lounge from 
8 to 11 p.m.

Special guests will include musicians Katarina Carthew 
and Paul Cressman.


