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Strategies to keep bison out of communities and reduce the number of collisions on highways will be part of the bison man-
agement plans being developed for each of the three bison populations in the territory.

Management plans being 
developed for bison populations

Fort Providence residents are 
about to get the opportunity to pro-
vide input on how they'd like their 
nearby bison population managed.

Last spring the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
drafted a strategy for managing bison 
in the territory. The next step is to 
create management plans for each 
of the three bison populations in the 
NWT, said Terry Armstrong, a bison 
ecologist with the department based 
in Fort Smith.

The process of creating the plan 
for the Mackenzie bison population 
will begin with a public workshop in 
Fort Providence on July 27.

The workshop, which was request-
ed by the Fort Providence Resource 
Management Board, will give resi-
dents the opportunity to talk about 
bison management and what they'd 
like to see for the Mackenzie bison 
population, Armstrong said.

The management plans will cover 
population objectives including how 
many animals people want, as well 
as approaches to managing the popu-

lations and how to collect the data 
that will be needed to make deci-
sions, he said.

"We need these management 
plans because we have conflicting 
management needs involving the 
population," said Armstrong.

One of the plan's challenges will 
be to balance population growth with 
limiting unwanted human interac-
tion, including incur-
sions into communities 
and collisions on the 
highways.

Wood bison are list-
ed as threatened under 
the Federal Species at 
Risk Act, so the plans 
will have to look at how 
to achieve the recovery 
goals while meeting 
the other objectives, he said.

The Mackenzie bison population 
includes approximately 1,600 ani-
mals, based on a census from March 
2008. A management plan for the 
population was developed in 1987 
but hasn't been updated since.

"Things have changed dramati-
cally since then," Armstrong said.

The new plan will be put togeth-

er by a working group that will 
be comprised of community resi-
dents, bison population management 
boards and staff from the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural 
Resources (ENR). In addition to Fort 
Providence, people from Behchoko 
and potentially Yellowknife will be 
included in the group.

It hasn't been determined who 
will enact the manage-
ment plans, but Arm-
strong said it might be 
jointly done between the 
affected communities 
and the territorial gov-
ernment.

Work has already 
begun on the manage-
ment plan for the Nah-
anni bison population. 

ENR held a community meeting in 
Nahanni Butte in May.

The meeting was well attend-
ed with between 15 and 20 people, 
including a number of students, par-
ticipating and providing comments, 
said Nic Larter, the regional biologist 
for the Deh Cho.

The most common issue was how 
to minimize bison incursions into 

the community, said Larter. Resi-
dents also wanted to know if the 
department would be continuing an 
initiative started last year when a 
local resident was hired as a wildlife 
monitor. The monitor coaxed bison 
out of the community and cleaned up 
after them.

Nahanni Butte has a proactive 
approach to bison management and 
there is interest in moving the plan 
forward, Larter said.

The next step will be to get the 
First Nation to recommend com-
munity members to join a working 
group.

ENR will also be meeting with 
the Acho Dene Koe First Nation in 
Fort Liard on July 18. This will be 
the first management plan for the 
Nahanni population, which is esti-
mated at 400 animals.

Work hasn't begun on a plan for 
the third population in the territory, 
the Slave River lowlands population.

The plan for that population will 
be more complicated because it's part 
of a larger population that's found in 
Wood Buffalo National Park on both 
the NWT and Alberta sides of the 
border, said Armstrong.

Strategies will balance increasing numbers  
and minimizing conflicts with humans

by Roxanna Thompson
Northern News Services

Deh Gah Got'ie Koe/Fort Providence

Did we get it wrong?
Deh Cho Drum is committed to 

getting facts and names right. With 
that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If 
you spot an error in Deh Cho Drum, 
call the editor at (867) 695-3786, or 
e-mail dehchodrum@nnsl.com. We’ll 
get a correction or clarification in as 
soon as we can.

"Things have 
changed 

dramatically 
since then."
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Arts society funding
The Open Sky Creative Society 

is one of 17 arts, culture and official 
languages organizations in the ter-
ritory to receive funding from the 
federal government.

On July 12 the govern-
ment announced it was providing  
$944,180 under four of the Depart-
ment of Canadian Heritage's pro-
grams. The society, based in Fort 
Simpson, received $25,000 for this 
year's Open Sky Festival.

The funding is designed to help 
the organizations provide programs 
and services over the next few 
years.

Healthy living support
The health promotion team with 

Dehcho Health and Social Services 
has started a healthy living support 
group in Fort Simpson.

The group is designed to encour-
age people to lose weight and then 
help them maintain their new weight, 
said Karen Simon, a community 
health representative.

The group meets every Wed-
nesday from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. in 
the boardroom at the health cen-
tre. Support services include weekly 
confidential weigh-ins and body 
measurements. There are also group 
discussion on topics including plate 
portions, healthy eating tips, food 
substitutions and recipes.

The group is open to both men 
and women and children if they are 
accompanied by an adult.

More forest fires
Forest fire numbers have 

increased slightly in the Deh Cho.
As of July 12 there have been 15 

forest fires in the region, an increase 
of two within a week. The fires have 
burned 10,361 hectares. On Tuesday 
five of the fires were still burning 
and were being monitored, accord-
ing to the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources'.

Golf tournament 
The first two-day golf tourna-

ment of the season at the Seven 
Spruce Golf Course is taking place 
this weekend.

The annual Seven Spruce Four-
Person Best-Ball Tournament, spon-
sored by Kingland Ford, will be held 
on July 16 and 17. Teams will play 18 
holes each day. Last year, 62 players 
on 15 teams participated.

Employment rate rises
The NWT employment rate rose 

slightly last month, as 100 more 
residents found work, the territorial 
Bureau of Statistics reported. 

The bureau reported that, accord-
ing to Statistics Canada, 22,600 out 
of 31,100 people in the NWT age 15 
and older were employed in June, 
representing an employment rate of 
70.4 per cent. About a thousand 
more people were employed in June 
compared to the same period last 
year.  

– Thandiwe Vela 
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Calvin Lomen from Fort Liard played goal 
during a ball hockey demonstration as part 
of the royal tour in Yellowknife from July 4 
to July 6.

Although the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge's visit 
to the Northwest Territories 
was confined to Yellowknife 
and nearby Blachford Lake, a 
number of Deh Cho residents 
got the chance to meet the 
royal couple.

Four youth ambassadors 
from the Deh Cho were part 

of the group demonstrating 
road hockey for Prince Wil-
liam and Catherine Middleton 
on July 5 in Yellowknife. The 
ambassadors included Tyson 
McLeod and Calvin Lomen 
of Fort Liard and Shawna and 
Robyn McLeod from Fort 
Providence.

"It was amazing," said 
Tyson McLeod about the 
experience.

The youths played approxi-

mately 10 minutes of road 
hockey for the duke and duch-
ess. They also had the chance 
to shake their hands.

"They're taller in person," 
said McLeod. "He seemed 
really nice."

McLeod, 19, said he was 
nervous during the event 
because of the number of 
people watching and just con-
centrated on getting through 

Deh Cho meets royalty
Youth ambassadors and Canadian Rangers  

part of Northern stop

Please see A shootout, page 4

by Roxanna Thompson
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it. McLeod's team wore 
white jerseys while Calvin 
Lomen's team was in red.

Lomen, 20, played 
goalie for his team. After 
a brief demonstration, the 
game paused so Prince 
William could take some 
shots on the net.

Premier Floyd Roland 
went first to 
demonst rate 
the technique. 
Roland's first 
shot on the 
net went wide 
and Lomen 
stopped his 
second. 

The third 
went in as 
the crowd cheered. Then 
Prince William was up.

"Holy smokes! The 
prince is going to shoot 
on me!" Lomen remembers 
thinking.

Lomen stopped the 
prince's first and second 
shots. Lomen said he tried 
to let the prince score on 
the second try but said he 
filled too much of the net.

For the third shot Lomen 
compacted his body giving 
the prince as much free net 
space as possible. His shot, 
however, went wide and 
missed the net completely.

"His wrist shots are 
pretty strong," Lomen said.

Lomen said he wasn't 
nervous at all as the pre-
mier and the prince tried to 
get balls past him.

From his brief inter-
action with the royal 
couple, Lomen said the 
duke looked like the kind 
of person that people would 
get along with.

"He was a very gener-
ous person," Lomen said.

He also had some high 
praise for the duchess.

"I do have to admit she 
is beautiful," Lomen said.

The Deh Cho was also 
represented at Blachford 

Lake where the couple 
went in the afternoon. 
Ranger Sgt. Mike Byland 
was part of the group of 
12 Canadian Rangers and 
Junior Canadian Rangers 
that did demonstrations for 
the duke and duchess at 
the lake.

The Rangers, who were 
from across the three ter-

ritories, set 
up displays 
on the equip-
ment they use 
and how their 
t e c h n i q u e s 
vary between 
the high Arc-
tic and inside 
the treeline. 
While the 

couple looked at the dis-
plays, Byland was busy 
cooking Arctic char and 
bannock on a Coleman 
strove for them.

"They were very happy 
with it," said Byland.

"They're very down to 
earth people."

Byland also had the 
honour of presenting a 
knife to Prince William 
which was made by Yukon 
blademaker George Rob-
erts.

"I was a little bit nerv-
ous," Byland said.

"It was definitely a huge 
honour and something I'll 
never forget."

At the lake, the duchess 
was presented with a red 
Ranger hoodie and both 
the duke and duchess were 
given beaded moccasins. 

Every Junior Canadian 
Ranger who attended a 
recent summer training 
session in Whitehorse had 
the chance to sew one bead 
on the moccasins.

The duke and duchess 
spent approximately two 
hours interacting with the 
Rangers at the lake. They 
sat around the fire, chatted 
and ate just like you or I, 
Byland said.

A shootout with Prince William
news

"Holy smokes! 
The prince is 
going to shoot 

on me!"

A gathering of the Dene
Deh Gah Got'ie Koe/Fort Providence

The Dene National Assembly is taking place in Fort Provi-
dence from July 12 to 14. Western Arctic MP Dennis Beving-
ton and Linda Duncan, the MP for Edmonton Strathcona, were 
scheduled to be at the assembly on July 13.

Hands-on ecology lesson
Tthenaago/Nahanni Butte

The Nahanni Butte Dene Band along with the Nahanni 
National Park Reserve is hosting this year's ecology camp for 
youths.

Twelve students from the Deh Cho are participating in the 
camp at Rabbitkettle Lake from July 9 to 15.

Happy birthday to Delores McPherson on July 14!

A taste of 9 to 5
Tthek'ehdeli/Jean Marie River

Jean Marie River First Nation's nine summer students 
started work between July 11 and 14.

The students will be working in a variety of areas, includ-
ing the youth centre, the canteen and with Margaret Ireland on 
the protected area.

Two of the students will also be assisting with monitoring 
for the Aboriginal Aquatic Oceans and Resource Management 
Program.

A band council meeting was scheduled for July 13.

New place to gather
Pehdzeh Ki/Wrigley

A new arbour is being built in Wrigley. Work on the struc-
ture began on July 10 and was continuing on July 12.

Six people from the community, including Chief Tim Len-
nie, are representing Pehdzeh Ki First Nation at the Dene 
National Assembly in Fort Providence from July 12 to 14.

A chance to stay informed
Acho Dene Koe/Fort Liard

Acho Dene Koe First Nation is holding an update and 
review with Geoscience B.C. and Kerr Wood Leidal Associ-
ates Ltd. on July 21 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the band's council 
chambers.

All band members are encouraged to attend.
Service Canada will be in the community on July 20 from 

1 to 5 p.m. and on July 21 from 9 a.m. to noon.
A drowning prevention workshop is being held from 11 

a.m. to 1 p.m on July 14.
Participants will receive a barbecue lunch.
Belated birthday wishes go out to Sheila Klondike on July 

10, Syles Timbre on July 11 and Dianne Gonet on July 14.

Community Clips
with Roxanna Thompson

dehchodrum@nnsl.com
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Prince William takes a shot during the ball hockey demonstration in Yellowknife as part of the royal tour from 
July 4 to 6.




